
 
 

 
 

 

Testing automated vehicles on public roads 
in Austria 
 
Process and procedure 
 

 
The following document describes the schematic procedure for the testing of automated 

vehicles and their systems on public roads in Austria. 

 
Tests are regulated in the Ministry´s (bmvit) Automated Driving Regulation (AutomatFahrV1). 
According to the regulation, the following use cases can currently be tested, after a 
certification has been issued: I) autonomous minibus, II) motorway pilot with lane-change 
and III) self-driving military vehicle. Currently, vehicle manufacturers, system developers, 
research institutes as well as public transport operators can submit a test application2. 
 
 
 The following scenarios for dealing with tests are described in this document: 
 

1) Testing possibilities for advanced automated vehicles/functions in accordance with 
the AutomatFahrV  
 

1a)  Changes to list of operators/license plates 
 

2) Testing possibilities for advanced automated vehicles/functions that are currently 
not regulated in accordance with the AutomatFahrV  

 
 
 
Enquiries and test projects must be disclosed to the National Contact Point for automated 
mobility – AustriaTech GmbH (automatisierung@austriatech.at as well as 
www.austriatech.at). The issuing of a certification is the responsibility of the BMK3. The BMK 
can, if necessary, involve a Council of Experts, consisting of independent experts with legal 
and technical expertise, to provide advice during the application procedure.  

                                                           
1 https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung/Bundesnormen/20009740/AutomatFahr.pdf 
2 § 7, 8, 9 AutomatFahrV   
3 Bundesministerium für Klimaschutz, Umwelt, Energie, Mobilität, Innovation und Technologie 

mailto:automatisierung@austriatech.at
http://www.austriatech.at/
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung/Bundesnormen/20009740/AutomatFahrV%2c%20Fassung%20vom%2008.05.2020.pdf


Expressing interest in testing on public roads in 
Austria to the Contact Point

Consultation of the applicant by the Contact Point

Notification from the applicant to the respective
state governor & road operator

Submitting the application to the Contact Point

Evaluation of the application by the Contact Point

Application discussed by the Council of Experts

Decision on test application made by the BMK

Issuing of a temporary certification by the BMK

Applicant submits test reports to the Contact Point
twice a year

Contact Point forwards test reports to the BMK

OK?

OK?

1) Testing possibilities for advanced automated vehicles/functions 
in accordance with the AutomatFahrV
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NO: request for 
correction/improvement

NO: request for 
correction/improvement

The duration of the process varies depending on the test case as well as on a possible need by the applicant to adapt the 
test procedure - the average duration can be indicated as being approx. 1-3 months.
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This step can also be done at a 
later date, as long as the proof of 
notification is being submitted one 
month prior to the test start. 

YES

YES



Applicant expresses interest in making changes to 
the list of operators or license plates to the 

Contact Point

Evaluation of the subsequent entry 
by the Contact Point

Decision on test application made by the BMK

Issuing of a temporary certification by the BMK

Applicant submits test reports to the Contact Point
twice a year

Contact point forwards test reports to BMK

1a) Changes to list of operators/license plates
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The duration of the process varies depending on the test case applied for. Typically, a new permit can be issued within two 
weeks.  
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* corresponds to application process 1)
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Expressing interest in testing on public roads in 
Austria to the Contact Point

Consultation of the applicant by the Contact Point

Detailed description of the planned project from 
the applicant to the Contact Point 

(e.g. via questionnaire to assess the needs for 
testing new automation functions)

Processing of the requirements by the Contact 
Point and forwarding them to the BMK

Examination of a possible amendment of the 
AutomatFahrV by the BMK

Implementation of the amendment process

Adjustment of the regulation

2) Testing possibilities for advanced automated vehicles/functions 
that are currently not regulated by the AutomatFahrV 
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The duration of the process varies depending on the test case applied for. We recommend to submit the planned test 
scenario to the Contact Point at an early stage. The process can take several months until the new test scenario is being 
incorporated into the regulation through the correspondent amendment. 
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Process according to 1) Testing 
possibilities for advanced automated 
vehicles / functions in accordance with the 
AutomatFahrV 

Test project currently 
regulated by law?

NO

YES

Amendment possible? NO: Tests in the presented form 
currently not feasible

YES

Process according to 1) Testing 
possibilities for advanced automated vehicles / functions in 

accordance with the AutomatFahrV 


